Pearson Research Institute ‘flashback’
Hot Breakfast briefing (16-18 funding), Monday 28th June 2010 

Over 60 colleagues from colleges, local authorities and a variety of professional specialisms beat the rush hour crush by joining the Pearson Research Institute for breakfast as temperatures slowly headed towards the upper 20s! 

Nick Linford, Head of the Pearson Research Institute, pointed out some key dates when 16-18 funding information had been made available in recent months, with announcements on provider freedom as recent as last Thursday 24th June. 

Against the backdrop of a significant fall in the number of 16-18 year-olds predicted by the Treasury for the ten years to 2019/20, (2.02M to 1.74M), Nick highlighted the contrasting experience of local authorities and providers with an additional 70,000 learners expected for 2010/11. The overall 16-18 budget is rising 6.2% to £7.5bn for the 2010-11 financial year, but the national rate remains unchanged with college-based learners funded 3% less than those in school sixth forms.  Average funding for 16-18 year olds entering further education in 2010/11, at £5,650, will have grown by 25% from the 2003-4 level, with a majority of colleges experiencing some increase in allocation, especially for large programmes such as the Diploma and Foundation Learning.  The Treasury was therefore applying pressure to provide more for less resource, with the impact expected to vary between providers. 

The YPLA had published important funding guidance in the first edition of a new ebulletin dated 15th June, confirming the national funding formula would remain unchanged for 2010/11. Further specifics are detailed in Nick’s slides, linked here.
A significant factor is the DfE’s £630M contribution to departmental cuts of £6.2bn for the 2010-11 financial year, with key savings being made on the 14-19 Diploma support and development programme. More recently the Emergency Budget announced that all departments (bar Health and International Development) were expected to cut spending by 25% over the next 4 years, with the Government consulting on ‘how we can rethink services to deliver more for less’, see http://spendingchallenge.hm-treasury.gov.uk/ with ideas feeding into the next Comprehensive Spending Review by 20th October 2010. Colleagues were referred to the Guidance Notes published by both the Skills Funding Agency and YPLA in order to stay abreast of current developments. 

Opening the floor to questions, Nick responded to Dan Taubman from the UCU who observed from the front line that where academies were being opened, colleges were losing market share, with an apparent domino effect on other providers. Colleges were moreover ‘nibbling’ increasingly at guided learning hours with reductions of one hour per week reported on GCSE courses. Gerry White from City College Norwich queried the changing rates flagged up on the Learning Aims Database which Nick urged all to consult on a daily basis! 

The Hot Breakfast evaluations showed an overwhelming appreciation for this kind of free early morning update over breakfast on developments in this rapidly changing landscape. 
Quotes from the 28th June 2010 Hot Breakfast Briefing: 
“Upbeat, informative and dare I say it, entertaining”  Raymond Kinsella,  Community Relationship Manager, London Brokerage Ltd
“Great presentation with all the latest updates” Peter Jones, Head of MIS, East Surrey College
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