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Main Talking Points
It’s been a hectic few weeks as the Coalition Government has got into its stride with the economy the main talking point. The month started with the Prime Minister’s ‘team talk’ to the country about the state of the economy (see his 7th June speech,) moved on to the Chancellor’s announcement about the procedures to be adopted for the forthcoming Spending Review and was followed by Danny Alexander’s Statement putting some projects off or on hold. It concluded with the Emergency Budget raising the spectre of deep cuts for the future. It was left to the football to cheer us up
Key headlines from the last month

· Primary. Pupil numbers forecast to grow 8% over the next 4 years
· Academies Bill. Nears the end of its Committee Stage in the Lords

· ‘Free Schools.’ The DfE launch bidding proposals, first ones open by 2011
· Technical Academies. Lord Baker offers to open up 20 more

· Diplomas. The entitlement is removed and some support scaled back

· ‘Whole Education.’ A new partnership set up to promote practical learning
· Apprenticeships. The National Trust develops a new apprenticeship programme

· FE. Procedures for the capital grants established

· Teaching. Applications up by 36% across England
· HE. June Grant Letter spells out cuts implications

· Welfare. Frank Field is brought in to head a Poverty and Life Chances Review

· Unemployment. Latest quarterly figures show a slight drop to 2.47m

· RDAs. A summer White Paper promised on a new form of regional partnerships

· Immigration. Theresa May confirms consultation to be completed by end of Sept
Reports of the month

· ‘Cut, Tax, Grow.’ A set of recommendations for the first 100 days of the new Government from the Work Foundation arguing for ‘speed limits’ to the way in which cuts are applied
· ‘Delivering Value for Money through Infrastructural Change.’ KPMG’s Report on options for systemic change in the FE sector

· ‘Instinct or Reason.’ A Report from CfBT arguing for a more structured approach to the making of education policy
· ‘New schools nice, but at what price?’ A Paper from the Institute for Fiscal Studies looking at the issues of capital costs for the new schools programme
· ‘Time for Action.’ A Paper from the CBI identifying core principles for the reform of public services

· ‘Axing and Taxing.’ A Paper from the Social Market Foundation arguing that it’s important to continue investing in the skills of the future workforce while trying to reduce the present deficit

· ‘Taking tough choices.’ An alternative Budget from Reform showing how early spending cuts and tax rises could bring the deficit down quickly

· ‘Submission to the Fees Review.’ A Paper from the Sutton Trust identifying £7,000 as the crunch point for uni fees for young people
· ‘Budget 2010.’ The Government’s 110 page Emergency Budget in all its gory detail
Speeches of the month

· Vince Cable’s 3 June ‘Cass’ speech identifies the top 5 priorities for his new Dept: stronger growth; simpler regulation; higher skills; valued research; better business opportunities
· David Cameron’s 7 June ‘cutting the deficit’ speech opens eyes to the size of the problem; “we spend more on debt interest than we do on running schools”
· George Osborne’s 8 June Spending Review speech sets out a new and challenging set of procedures for the conduct of the Spending Review

· John Hayes’ 10 June QE11 speech lists the 3 principles being adopted for skills reform: slash bureaucracy; deliver value for money: focus on people not targets

· David Willets’ 10 June ‘University Challenge’ speech considers the case for growing HE provision by separating teaching from validation

· Vince Cable’s 10 June ‘Denning’ Lecture argues that it’s possible to grow the economy while reducing the deficit

· George Osborne’s 17 June Mansion House speech dismantles the current financial regulatory regime and puts the Bank in charge
· John Hayes 17 June ‘City and Islington’ speech promises FE 4 new freedoms: ability to vire funds; no inspections for top performers; the end of Summary Activity Statements; removal of the Principals Qualifying Programme

· Michael Gove’s 17 June ‘NCSL’ speech offers a powerful vision of schooling for the future built under six main headline areas
· George Osborne’s 22 June ‘Emergency Budget’ speech tightens the sinews with talk of a possible 25% cut over 4 years for big spending Depts

· Nick Gibb’s 25 June ‘SFC’  speech offered further freedoms with the removal of the Diploma entitlement, learner surveys and inspections for top providers

· David Miliband’s ‘education’ speech on 30 June recognises that an opportunity for 14-19 reform was missed under Tomlinson but that reform remains critical
Quotes of the month

· “I want to remove everything from a curriculum that has been bent out of shape by the weight of material dumped there for political purposes.” Michael Gove starts to striffen the National Curriculum
· “It’s not for the Government to decide which qualifications pupils should take or to force the development of new qualifications.” The Schools Minister signals a retreat from attempting to manage the qualification system
· “With this Government, FE is no longer the poor relation. Cinderella is going to the ball.” John Hayes sees a bright new future for FE

· “The first thing you may have noticed about me is that I’m not Peter Mandelson. For one thing, I’m a better dancer.” Vince Cable steps up his quest to be on Strictly Come Dancing

Word or Phrase of the month

· ‘Progressive.’ It makes things sound better as in ‘this is a progressive Budget’
Steve Besley
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For more analysis, information about the events please visit us at www.pearsonresearchinstitute.com you can also follow us on twitter and subscribe to our YouTube channel.
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